Dermatophytes: gross and microscopic.
Dermatophytes, members of the anamorphic genera Epidermophyton, Microsporum, and Trichophyton, are capable of invading keratinous tissue, causing cutaneous infection referred to as dermatophytosis. These species may be anthropophilic, zoophilic, or geophilic based on host preference and natural habitat. These groupings are epidemiologically significant. This article provides a description of the genera and species of the dermatophytes--gross and microscopic--and the tests that may be necessary to confirm their identification.